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A metallic container filled with TNT was blown 300
yards, but the explosive was only slightly melted on the
top. Another explosion took place in 1906 in the
storeroom of the Roberite factory situated at Witt-en.
The room was filled with TNT and ammonium nitrate.
Forty-two persons were injured in this explosion.
Both of the above cases show that the explosions
were not due to the detonation of TNT alone? but to
the combined action of the TNT and some other sub-
stance.
Two further accidents are interesting, although not
much is known concerning the conditions surrounding
the explosions. In 1908 an explosion of TNT at the
factory of Letsch & Co., Huddersfield, caused the death
of five men. Another explosion in the washing plant
of a German factory in 1912 resulted in the death of
four men.
Even considering the high casualty rate of the pres-
ent, the explosives manufacture has a lower injury
and death rate than has railroading. Dr. W. G.
Hudson, the medical director of the E. I. Dupont
deNemours Co., " hit the nail on the head " in his
recent paper on " Safeguards in the Manufacture
of Explosives" when he said: "If explosives like
dynamite, smokeless powder and TNT were made
only by skilled chemists, under the best of laboratory
conditions, they would seldom, if ever, cause explosion
accidents. They are stable and safe explosives, and will
stand a far greater degree of rough handling than the
uninitiated have any idea of. But when such sub-
stances have to be produced in the immense quantities
required by present conditions, ordinary labor must
be used, and many of these men axe unskilled and have